ACCBO Marijuana Policy Statement, 2016
With the legalization of marijuana, ACCBO has been receiving calls from CADC’s, who are not in recovery
from addiction, inquiring if they can consume marijuana and maintain their certification as an alcohol
and drug counselor.
The ACCBO Code of Ethics, Principle 2 & 4, requires that all certified members “maintain respect for
institutional policies” and “shall be fully cognizant of federal laws and laws of Oregon, governing the
practice of alcoholism and drug abuse counseling.”1

Principle 2: Responsibility
The ACCBO certified counselor shall espouse objectivity and integrity, and maintain the highest
standards in the services the member offers.
a. The ACCBO certified counselor shall maintain respect for institutional policies and
management functions of the agencies and institutions within which the services are
being performed, but will take initiative toward improving such policies when it will
better serve the interest of the client.
Principle 4: Legal and Moral Standards
The ACCBO certified counselor shall uphold the legal and accepted moral codes which pertain to
professional conduct.
a. The ACCBO certified counselor shall be fully cognizant of all federal laws and laws of
Oregon governing the practice of alcoholism and drug abuse counseling.

If a certified individual is in recovery from a substance use disorder, both ACCBO and Oregon
Administrative Rule require individuals to maintain abstinence from alcohol and drugs, other than those
“prescribed” by a licensed medical professional.2
Additionally, all certified individuals, whether they are in recovery or not (CRM, PRC, CADC, CGAG,
CGRM, CPS), who are employed by an organization bound by federal regulations pertaining to the
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Block Grant and Medicaid Waiver are subject to Drug Free Workplace
policies in compliance with the Federal Schedule of Drugs.3
While ACCBO does not perform routine drug testing or monitoring of employees on behalf of their
employer’s Drug Free Workplace policies, ACCBO will process complaints against certified individuals
who are not in compliance with these workplace policies, when employers or certified members make
those reports to ACCBO.

If you are working within an institution with Drug Free Workplace policies pertaining to the Block Grants
and Medicaid Waiver, or otherwise in compliance with the Federal Schedule of Drugs, and you violate
these policies, ACCBO will investigate those complaints as a potential violation of Principle 2 and
Principle 4 of the Code of Ethics. The nature of the violation is characterized as not respecting
institutional policies, and not upholding federal laws to which these institutions are bound.

If you are not aware of your agency’s Drug Free Workplace policies, it is incumbent upon
you to make yourself “cognizant” of those policies.
Additionally, ACCBO encourages all certified alcohol, tobacco, gambling and other drug professionals to
avoid consumption of these products, except in circumstances where prescription drugs are legally
prescribed for medical purposes.
The United States has the highest per capita psychoactive drug consumption in the world. The United
States makes up less than 5% of the world’s population, while consuming over 50% of the world’s illegal
drugs.4 The economic cost of alcohol and drug consumption is over $700 billion per year, in lost
productivity, medical care, auto crashes, workplace accidents, foster care, etc.5-7 The 2016 United
Nations World Drug Report has recently labeled the United States as having the highest drug overdose
death rate in the entire world.8

ACCBO encourages all certified professionals to act as role models for
their clients, and to promote healthy; gambling, tobacco, alcohol and
drug free lifestyles consistent with our mission.
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